SOCIALIST PARTY of GREAT BRITAIN 
REPORT_of the PROCEEDINGS df the 65th ANNUAL _ CONFERENCE 


Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, ‘/,C,1, on FRIDAY, SATURDAY am 
SUNDAY, 4th, Sth and 6th April, 1969_ 


——— 


—— ~~ 


A 1. on Ae > of +. 
Attemances at Conference: 
ee ee ee ee le _— 2 — Oe 0 + eee 


Del egates Branch es 
present represented 


Friday Morning 2B 13 

Afternoon 32 14 
Saturday. 29 te 
Sunday 25 2 


Dartford, Hackney and Woolwich not represented, 


Financial Statement Income 
Collections Pri day £16, 5. 6 
" a evening £14, 1, 5 
literature sales — 8.18.10 
Collection Sunday : £11.13. 8 
Conference social (after expenliture): 2325.13, 
Canteen £18.15, 0 
£85. 5, 6 
Expenditure: Hall hire £57.15. 0 
Gratuities 256, @, Oo 
Delegates! fares £225, 0, 0 
£85.15, 9 
Excess expenditure & 9. 6 
ee 


LO EE EE eee SFE ee ee 
—_——— 


ae J, Edmonds was elected as Chairman and Comrade H, Young as Vice Chairman, 


Standing Orders Cormittee acted as Tellers, 


a 


Tym aS vITTT ON 
RESOLU Li +. 
LL ALLL 


Ma nchest er. "This Conference calls on the Executive Committee to set up a 
“— Committee to report to the 1969 Delegate Meeting with details of 
costs and probable advantages of employing a member full-time at HO” 


Cade, Crump, Marchester, opened up by pointing out the many advantages that would 
accrue from having a full-time member at Head Office, H,0O, work camnct be done 
efficiertly unless-there is a member there all the time, particularly when we are 
eontesting an Election vhen there are telephone calls most of the day from the 
Mational Press, B.B,C, etc, asking for information regarding Agents etc, infor— 
mation which is often wanted quiekly, It is frustrating for callers to have to be 
referred to the telephone mumber of another eomrade who may be at lunch or not 
available at the momem, He did not consider we should have a Provincial member 
as there needs to be a Provincial centre, The main question was of course the 
lack of monsy but we should make an effort to find this, Other small organisatiens 
manage to do this, He had reason to believe that there are volunteers who would 
come forward, ‘Je should at least decide to have one, 

Mio Herts, were opposed to the resolution although they were agreed as to the 
necessity: but it was all very well to appoint a committee only to fim there was 
no-one available - which appeared to be the position at the moment, The Farty 
should look into the present organisation at Head Office as there seemed to be & 
lack of communication between membérs, 

Resolution Carried 2 = 14 


| 
~~ nee ee me 


Camden (Bloomsbury) "Consideration of the effectiveness of Delegate Meetings 


from the point of view of the veme, time schedule and the possi-~ 
bility of building them into more interesting meetings", 


Comrade F, Lawrence for Camden said that the Bramh would like the Delegate 
Meeting to be held at Comvay Hall, We needed to make these meetings more stim- 
lating than they had been in recent years, Head Office is mech too informal, The 
extension of time which is possible at H,O, is not necessarily a good thing; we 
should fix a time schedule and stick to it, and from this point of view Convay 
Hall is better, 

Other points made were that the main reason why Delegate Meetings are sometimes 
boring is that too many Branches have not read their E,C, Report and therefore 
there are often no questions asked on Publicity, Education etc, It was also 
pointed out that the seating accommodation for delegates at Conway Hall is 
{nadequate am this can be avoided at Head Office, 


Nothing resolved, 


Manch est er "The E,C'ts hamling of a complaint about Comrade R, Lees be e 
five members”, < 


Manchester Branch did not wish to discuss the case of the five menbers, which 
was incidental, but the way in which the E,C, had acted on 4 complaint against a 

member, Five menbers wrote to the E,C, that Comrade Lees (Central Bramh) was 
coking a highly critical attitude of the Party and said that he had isswda ~~ 
leaflet which did not conform to the Party's case, Comrade Lees had voiced to 
VMarchester members at last Conference that he rejects the D, of P, and that he ~ 
would not vote for an S.P,G,.B, candidate, which the five members reported to ‘dint 
E.C, This is a serious complaint to make against a member, which the whole of the 
Manchester Branch endorsed, It was considered that the E,0, had been very inept 
in dealing with the matter, allowing it to drag on for months, ami only after 
cormiderable delay, had removed his nam from the "S,S" Contacts Directory, The 
E.C, should decide whether these accusations are valid or not, Comrade ee wi 
said that Comrade Lees should have been required to give an immediate reply 1 ; 
the terms of Rules 3] and 335, ese 

Comrade Baldwin, B,C, member, stated that, in fairness to the B,@, there 
appeared to be some correspomience fran Marchester Bramh which had not : 26d. 
the B.C, He was not aware, himself, of Comrade Lees' apposition to the D, of P 


: 


Be 


de Lees amd 

He stressed the difficulty ef getting replies digit tay Bagethervagittin in 
that when he ad write no mention was made O1 E,V,. ‘ 
issue of further leaflets without their approval, they felt that in the circum 
stances no further action was necessary, 

There was some discussion as to whether Rules 31 and Se were the ri ght machinery 
for dealing with this matter and a suggestion was made that the E,C, should review 
the whole situation and ask Comrade Lees whether he still holds *.e sam views, 


As we seemed to have difficulty in getting replies from Comrade Lees the position 
was not clear, 


Resolution Carried 18 = 0 


Je Crump — 


f. OE "That the Executive Committee review the complaint acainst 
H,Mclaughlin Comrade Lees in the light of the previous resolution” (above), 
Carried 14 - 8 
Westminster “Possible regiomlisation of Central Branch with area 
secretaries and the more active participation of such members in 
Party work on an organised basis, including periodic meetings", 
Haringey 


"That Central Branch be divided into regional correspomence 
Branches", 


These two items were taken together Comrade May stated that th 

° e possib 
regionalisation of Central Branch is in no way a reflection on the dee - 
present C.B, Secretary is doing his work, At present the total mmber of Central 


Branch members constitutes almost a quarter of the total stre 
neth of t 
and one merber, Comrade Lawrence, is in charge of 150 of them, res iatcht 


members say they feel out of things, which is natural, The ree nea edie A 
when we might consider whether something could be done sdout this, It would be a 
mistake, however, to rush things and have, say, eight regional Branches, but we 
could perhaps do something in the West of Englami where there are a Shs beat e 
number of C,B, members, ‘We should go forward slowly, using a map which would pin- 
poims where the strength of Central Branch lies, We could perhaps have two 
meetings a year for the members in that region at a mnvenient spot, together with 
the possibility of a member from London going down to hold an indoor meeting at 
the same time, We could also consider with Comrade Lawrence the possibility of 
getting out a quarterly news-letter for the area, 

Comrade Lawrence, Secretary, Central Brarch, said that to destroy the Central 


Branch set-up as it is now would be a pity, Out of the 200 members in Central 
Bramh about half of them do read the E,C, Report to Conference 


certainly true that members living apart do often get together, ate 
joined in Rugby and he was immediately put in touch with another member 
in the North are looked after by Comrade Crump and Glasgow Bock eee 3 
C.B, members living near Glasgow, It is nonsense to say that 0B, 1 wi 
see one another, It is very important not to lose your Head Office 
It was suggested that members in different parts of the country 1 
together once a year to deal with the Conference Agenda ai ppoi 
speak at Conference, This would be a start, Attention wa also 4: 
difficulty of defining the various regions and the difficulties « 
Other points made were that the Party should be divided int& R 
many more members in the Provimes are now joining the Party ar 
more propaganda for them, It was stressed that Westminst x Bz 


to divorce Comrade Lawrence fran Central Branch but to we 
Regional Secretaries, 


Floor Res, i tai 
K, Kni ght “That the Executive Committee consider 


J. Mattingley Central Branch on a regional basis”, 


ar j 
6 ¢ 

Comrade Crump stated that there was no report from the | 
new applicants to Central Branch, He would have liked s 
percentage of rejections and aceeptances, The Gonera 
report which had been received too lats for incorpe: 
Gonference, He also stated that the B,C, had never bee 
mation but that it should now be possible to get it t 
and also from the Head Office Assistant, ae 


oe FD 
~ 


i es 


a. 


Se 


nverseas Camtacts, The Overseas Contacts Secretary, Cde, Goodman, had little 
Ere nor report except to mention a promising French contact, George 
Yalertino, who would like to form a Companion Party, He has been met by both ~ 
Comrades Carter amd Buick, He has also had a lot of correspondence with the 

blicity Committee and has translated an article for the International Journal, 


FULS Ce has agreed to pay his fare ami he may be able to visit this country 


if @ ee a” 


shortly. 

Jamal ¢ cha. These comrades are in urgent need of tape recordings and she 
urge 1 th at every effort be made to send them recordings of Branch discussions, 
They would not be used for public meetings but only for internal discussion, 


st er "Tg the Socialist Party functioning as a revolutionary Organisatiq@i?” 


Comrade Crump, Manchester, expressed his concern as to the degree of 
sommi ti of our members compared wth other omanisations, In comparison with 
other small groups (which consider themselves revolutionary) the amount of astivity 
inthe Party is not @mod, “International Socialism” taxes all its members 2/60, 4 
‘eck, "Socialist Labour League” members cough up 20/=- a week, “Intermtional 
Socialism” sells aout 30,000 copies a week of its paper and the "Socialist 
labour Leapue”™ about 18,000 a week, We should mke more effort t get out on the 
treets to sll our literature, Too many manbers work On the assuiption that we 
have a case, worked out in 1904, and that all we have to do is to work as propa- 
ganiists till the wrking class wake up, We could ontinue to examine our ideas, 
have not contimed the wrk which Marx and Engels started, We are not 
exe ng our case and improving on it, Our image outside the Party is of 
‘armchair gs clalist s', which is completely justified - we are not functioning in 
the way a revolutionary organisation should, 
Various asre ote of this matter were di scussed - many of these so-called 
Le*t Wing gro are chort-lived: they ars short-cut merchants with spates of 
usiacm and a rapid change of persomel, Our stability is based on conviction 
and understanding and all our activities are directed towards a revolutionary énd, 
All members of the Party ere not in a position to speak or even to sell 
literature am we should not set too high an aim as to what is expected of than, 
embership alone is of some value, Many small organisations have paid or full- 
time ovgarisers in the regions: they have distribution points for their 
literature, They also have ways ami means of getting these facilities,which are 
mt cpen to us, The root of the problem is not whether we are functioning 
roperly es & revolutionary Party but whether we think socialism is a present 
ractical proposition, reasonsbly likely in our own life-time, We should also not 
bsessea with the idea that every time some left-winger produces a booklet it 
s incumbent on us to publish a booklet against it, For 64 years we have 
published the "Socialist Standard”, which is sout 10,000 pages of regular ani 
cusistert socialiet prmpaganda, and which is available to all these people who 
ce booklets, They do mt write because they want to change the world but 


pro qu 

because they want to see themselves in print, These people often know the Party's 
case, We ould appeal to the wring dase, ot enough was done at other 
> mee rey am members should keep their eyes open and mak @ an otto to 
sel] our literature there, 


The General Secretary here read the fraternal greetings to Conference which had 
been received from our Companion Parties, mentioning eat the same time that 
Fontcn of the ",S,P,U,5,4, was once again with us and also Comrade Alec Hart Saal 
South Afri ca: ' 

Socialist Party of New Zealaml, Wellington, ‘4 

Aye A weirs Socialist Party of U,58, - 

6,E,.C, of the Socialist Party of Camda 
Socialiet Party of Canada, Winnipeg. 7 


SP, of Austria, Comrade Vogt, Secretary, wrote that although they were onlin 
t< er an increase in their membership they had nevertheless increased the 
mmber of regular subscribers to the I.P,W, ami ontime to sponsor activities t 
Ge ruany and Switzerland where there are a god eontects, He hoped that same 
closer contact could be arranged between all the Companion Parties, — 
A letter was also med from Comrade Prank, of Austria, who is now well seein 
after an operation in hospital, He sent his eormlial greetings, The Cox ce 
agreed tc return freternmal greetings to all Companion Parti es, 


hi 


- ———— 


4, 


FINANCE In reply to a question from Comrade Knight regarding the abseme of 
a Treasurer's report, the General Secretary infomed delegates that the 
Treasurer reports monthly to the E,C, showing the position of the Party's 
finances in both the Currert and Deposit Accounts, At the moment the Party had 
£838 in the Current Account and £1,695.17, Oin the Deposit Ac “unt, 


Floor Res, "That the Executive Committee look into thequestion of appointing 

K, Kni ght a Party Funds Organiser in view of the present financial position 

J Atkinson of the Party, and consider the possibility of a levy on Party 
members", 


There was little opposition to the idea of appointing a Party Funds Organiser 
but some doubts were expressed regarding a levy on Party members, It would be 
difficult to collect as we cannot compel mombers to pay: quite a few members did 
not even pay dues, 

Carried 16 ~ 10 


EDUCATION CLASSES , One delegate said that the E,C. Report gives the impressi on 
that there was no activity in this connection during the year, In fact, there 
had been classes and an autumn school, It was suggested that, failing a report 


from the Classes Orgariser the E,C, should see that some information is 
included, 


Comrade Fenton, “’,S.P,U.S.A, here made a short speech fran the platform 
where he was introduced and welcomed by the Chairman, 


Manchester Branch, 


Rule 3° @omrade Atkinson, Manchester, drew attention to the fact that this Rule 
had been included by the Party because many years ago a member of the S.P.G.B 
while living in America, had written articles in a Social Democratic journal ‘ 
which the Party felt was detrimental to the Party's case, Mamchester Brarh 


- @onsidered that the rule should no longer stam, The working class is a world— 


wide class whose class interests are identical am we should not look at our- 
selves merely as an organisation in Gt. Britain, He was supported by two other 
delegates who said that the trememious improvement in transport am mears of 
communication made it comparatively easy to keep in close contact with members: 
also that comrades do like to feel they belong, especially in a country vhere 
there is no Companion Party, i 
Against this it was stated that we are a political organisation organi si a to 
establish socialism in this part of the wrld through the political machinery, 
It is not just a qestion of retaining control over meibers t ut we a: n at 
capturing political power and we cannot do this in, say America, -. - 
the socialist movement in this country takes on a certain respor 
the lines of the principles he has agreed to, and should be ¢ 3 
that responsibility to the particular organisation to which § 
member abroad cannot belong to a Branch and Branch control cai 
He may also have to take part in activities in another countr 
not agree with, It is unfair to place a member in that pos 


. 
oy 


Se 


Westminster "Branch membership to be more dLosely reflecte 
delegations am the suggestion to alter Rule 22 to 
additional delwgate for every further five member 
ten as at present)", i 

; 1 

Cemrade Goodman, Westminster, said that the Brarch felt the 

make delegations more representative of Branch strength am 

livelier Conference, especially as the larger Branches te: 

It was argued, however, that this would work in favour ¢ 
to the detriment of the Provinces: also that sane Iondo: 
difficult to semi more than two delegates - some Dranches 

even represented at all, iy 


4 


Westminster Branch: BRULE 12, Deletes all after *H,C* on line six and insort 
og) ‘only by a further call for nominations ani 
subsequent ballot *", 


"Delete all after ‘shall be filled" am insert 
TonLy D¥ eeveewease 


ter Ame ndt: 


\ not tak Sen, 


Camien (B): RULE 12; “Delete the last sentence commencing ‘vaesncies* 
am insert instead 'A call for nominations shall be 
made for vacancies occurring on the EC, durim 
the year”, lost_ 10 - 31 
Camden (B);: RULE 193 “Insert in line five after the word 'Canmittes’ 
‘subject to the E,C, being authorised to appoint the 
Assistant Secretary, Assistant Tressurer, Central 
Organiser, Auditors ami Trustees, if no nominations 
are received when the anmal call is made for Party 


Officers”, Carried 23 - 19 


CHhES% Sr: RULE 22 “Delete all after 'ten menbers' on line four™, ~— 
Manchest er _Amenmit, "Delete two sentences after ten members on line 4" 
- st 


Haringey Amendct. "add = ™,,.,down to *Conferencet in line six”, 


. lost 15 = 20 


Hy RULE 2&3 “Delete tat least twelve weeks before Anmial 


Nid, Herts, 
Conference the E,C,' am replace by -— ‘The retiring 


E.C, at its last meeting'", 
Wi thd rewn, 


Westminster RULE 23 “Delete all from tat least...' to 'Bramhes for’ on 
line three, md insert - 'The E.C, shall ensure that 
17 weeks prior to Ammal Conference Bramhes are 
asked for...’ dalete'nine" on line fice am insert 
‘eleven’, delete ‘three’ on line 7 am insert ‘five’, 
delete ‘three on line $3 and insert 'five'", 

Carried 27 = 16 
Ma nchester RULE 2: “Delete all after 'Constituency'", 
Ma mw heater Ament. “Delete all after ‘Constituency in line four", 
ae Taken as one = Inst 18 ~ 25 
Swa nsea RULE 28: “Delete all after ‘Constituency’ in line four", 
Westni nst er RULE 23; 


"Delete all after the word 'Constituency’ in line 4 
and add — 'Where possible Party members shall sign 
camidates' nomination papers, Failing sufficient 
members being arailable, sympathisers, 'S,S" 
subscribers and other non-members may sign subject 
to the approval of the Branch, or if no Bramh 
exists in that area, subject to the aiemeres of ths 
EO”, 


Mid, Herts, Amenit, 


RULE 28; “Delete - sympathiser, ‘Socialist Standara' 
subseribers am other non-members t am replace with - 
"known sympathisers", lost 1]. - 31 


6, 


AMENDMENTS TO RULE (Contd): 


Westminster NEWRULE; “Any new rule, or amendment to rule, carried at Anmual 
Conference shall not be the subject matter of a Party P 
Poll during the twelve months following that Conference”, 


Westminster Amemt, Delete all after the word *Poll' on the last line and 
insert “During the period up to the next Anmal Canfarerce " 
lest 10 = 32 


Me.rch ester NEW RULE: “Conference resolutions are the final arbiters in making 
Party decisions, Party Polls are for use only in 
Mational or Party emergencies and cannot reverse 


Conference decisions”, Inst 3 - 37 
Swansea Amendt. "Add - ‘after decisions' “Except under Rules 26 and 355", 
lost 35 = 39. 
Westminster Amendt, § “Delete all after 'Party decisions' and insert "Party 


Polls mst not be called for to challenge decisions . 
reached at the previous Conference except in cases of 
enrergency arising out of an entirely new set of circum 
stames not envisaged when the Conference decision was 


reached", Lost 8 ~- 34 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 
SW. London: "Cemrade Young ami Conference Procedure”, 


Comrade Young said that most of the boring and trivial nature of some of the 
discussion at Conference may be due to the procedure itself, He instanced the 
‘price of the "5,5", 'H,0O, premises', and the preferenee for publishing certain 
pamphlets rather than others, The day-to-day running of the Party should be 
delegated to sub-Committees, Conference should be discussing ideas, He suggested 
that we should do as other organisations do - have all the executives on the plat- 
form, seated in front of the delegates, to be questioned on anything which somes 
up. We might evenhave a ‘presidential address': or that the E,C, could entrust 
@ member or group of members, or even the whole of the E,C, to draw up a state- 
ment on the preceding year's work, in reference to the general political ani 
economic situation, to be presented to Conference ~ at present this sort of thing 
cnly comes up by accident, If something was done along these lines more outside 
people might attend, Our domestic matters do net concern pera com 
should be the central point of the year's work for the routg 
members along the right lines, 

The General Secretary spoke about the results of the eg oma 
to consider Conference procedure, a report which had = c aa an ? 
for discussion and wmment, Only four Bramhes had s in 4 
to the =C, One suggestion of the Committee was that ¢ 
forward to the wmmencement of the year and the electior 
with at that time, m that all sub-Committees and a 
working in unison with one another, At present the E,C 
compiled by a new Secretary who has taken over for h 
General Secretary, and it is most difficult to give ¢ : 
review of the work done, This recommendation of toe | — 
down overwhelmingly by the Party, As for locale, we n 
andi cheap and allows us a certain amount of, hager 
requirements, To fim a hall in mother part of Lor 
while we are tied to Easter, We could possibly fir 
area of Lonion but we would have to move Conference 
Faster, The Cormittee als suggested that insbeed ¢ 
which is in fact a collection of sub-Committes ; : 
presented as their Report, the General Secretary, An 
should collate these into a fresh one and that the | 
Party Officers should appoint spokesmen to speak 
and on what they were planning to do, 


seks 


af 


Conference Procedures (Contd): 


Regarding the alteration of the Rules, this is a very boring and trying part of 
Conference, voting on ameriments already discussed and instructed at Branch level, 
The Committee suggested that these imstructions from Bramches should be sent to 
the Standing Orders Committee with their recommendations ani voting, ‘The 
Gemmittee veuld collate them and anresunce to Conference that & j; articular rule has am 
been carried or lost by a certain mumber of voters, This, however, had been ee 
turned down by the last Conference, In fact, the Bramhes did mot folicw up any ‘ee 
of the Committee's suggestions, ¢ ee 


In discussion, delegates were reminded that Easter is the time wien Party members Phew 
are free fran work ari we sould bear this in mimi when mnsidering whether to : 7 
move Conference forward or backwards in time, It is easier for london manbers to se ie 
attend than for Provincial members, It was also pointed out that it is just as 
important to onsider the rules of the Party as theoretical problems, am that / 
what may seem to one member a trivial matter is important to another, There was as 
alsc a suggestion that Conference might commence with a member giving an > 


exposition of the arrent economic situation, level of employment, trade 
figures, etc, 


Floor Res, "That the 1967 Conference sub-Committes Report be brought befare 


T lord the next Lelegats Meeting and any suggestions the Executive | 44 

K, Kni ght Committee may have to improve the workin of Conference”, > ae ee 
Carried 15 - ni} r 

RESOLUTION 


vostminster: “This Conference instructs the Executive Committee to take 
immediate and positive steps to emleavour to bring about a recon- 
ciliation of the two sections of the socialist movement in Canam”. 


This resolution was included by Westminster Branch because it seemed to them 
that in spite of long reports from the preceding General Sooxstary the E,C, had 
taken no positive action in the matter, 

The General Secretary read the E,Cts resolution of 18th March, 1969, i.e, 


"That the S,P, of Camda ani the W,S,.P, of Camda be written to and asked if it 
is now possible for them both to cane together on the basis of their agreement 
with the Object and Declaration of Principles as accepted by the Companion 
Parties, te find grounds of common agreement based on socialist fraternity ani 
goodwill and emeavour to form themselves into a single Socialist Party", 
(Carried 10 = 0), 


Comrade Fenton of the ,S.P.U,S, reminded delegates that the S.P,C,B, is 
involved in something from 5,000 miles away and that they themselves would no — 
doubt pass a similar resolution. But he felt that the issue was one that could 
not be solved merdly by sanctimonious resolutions, The problem was an extremely ~ 
cemplivated am fifficult one, 2. 


Comrade Fenton wont on to say with regard to the ¥,S.P,,5, ‘that the P 
talen on a few more manbers, They had managed to employ a full-time ¢ 
Secretary, They now had someone on the premises all day to amwer 
people, It seemed to be working satisfactorily. 


RESOLUTION é Noe . 


Haringey "That a Party Poll using the tramferable vote be held to 
of the following descriptions the Party should use on Nomi 
in national and local dections - 5,P,G,B, The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain, The World Socialist 

Mid, Herts, a.) lee " 

Ament, “Delete in line one ‘using the tram ferable vote! ami < 
four and five 'The Socialist Party, The World Socialist Pa 


Comrade Carter, Haringey, said the Branch felt the Party should 
decisicn inthis matter, It is a matter of policy that should not t 
E,C, on the first occasion the choice of description arises, povbenly 
It was important that all menbers should use the sam Aeneription, 


a. a ~~ te, op 


It was felt by one or two delegates that the matter did not warrant a Party Poll, 
It was pointed out that the Party's name is the Socialist Party of Great Britain, 
not The Socialist Party nor the World Socialist Party. One delegate Saw the 
resolution as a veiled attempt to change the Party's name to the World Socialist 
Party, This was emphatically denied by Haringey Branch, The Branch is merely 
eoncerned that now we are faced with a new situation we should “aks the best 
advartage of it, Attenticn was drawn to the fact that the Bili has not yet been 
passed and that if a Party Poll should be decided on we should hold back until 
the Bill is through, The Central Organiser, who thought that the matter was not 
worth a Party Poll, said that when the legislation becomes law it will need a 1& 
Tors discussion by the Party. He instanced the possibility of the ‘’.S.P, of 
ireland eontesting an election in Northern Ireland to send a member to 
Westminster, Presumably the ballot papers would have described him as a member 
of the Socialist Party of Great B ritaint 
Amendment Lost 11 - 31 

Resolution __ Iost_ 5 = 37 

LITERATURE 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 


—_——— 


S,7,lomMon; "Vetting procedure for new Party Panphiets"™, 


S.. Ionéion Branch felt that the vetting of new Party Pamphlets should not be 
done by the whcle of the E,C, Comrade Hardy, Pamphiets Committee, said that at 
present a draft is put before E,C, members who read it through at their leisure, 
invariably there are alterations and suggestions and it has to go back to the 
Pamphlets Committee, 


He felt this was a necessary procedure if the Party vants 
something which has the approval of the majority of members of the 3,06, 


A delegate from Manchester expressed amazement and regret at the E.C's failure 

to implement the publication of Martov's “The State ani the Socialist Revolution" 
which they had pressed for at the last Delegate Meeting and which the D.M, had 
re somme med, 


Cemrade Grant, E.C,. member, said that the Party has recently been 
given to understani that Comrade Orner of the W.S,.P, U.S. is trying to get the 


plates from the original publisher when he will get a new edition out at his 
Own expense, i 


RESOLUT I OF 


Westminster "This Conference is disturbed that no new pa 


publichel for over twelve months am instructs 
teke all steps to ensure publication of (i) "Qu 
Day” and (11) "Socialism and War" before the sum 
Season, and that the necessary sum of mo) ry be} 
side for this purpose”, " ae 
"Add the following - (111) “Principles an 
all after the word before’, ~~ 


S,¥ Jomion ,Amendt, 


-/, 
Comrade Ma@Dowall for the Pamphlets Committee, said that 1 
conm@{ider the priorities for pamphiets very carefully, Th 
pamphiets which the Party says we mist produce and the B,' 
mist be done, Regarding "Principles aml Policy", th » Pang 
attempted to revise it, to up-date its language am so on, 
impossible to do successfully, The B.C, then mid that i 
A member had promised to do this but ran into trouble 
now have another comrade who is going ahead with it, 
"Questions cof the Day", j## The draft is now before the 
The EC. has turned down the title ‘Questions of the 
still to be considered, It should be in the hands of 
next six weeks, 


"Yar", <A mumber of chapters were completed two 
except cone have been written and are being | 
should be before the E,C, 


9. 


"TNincation"” The mmrade who has been witing this is making pmeress but no 
firm date can be fiven, 


"Religion", Five chapters have already been written, 


- ee 


Comrads Ballard, Westminster, stressed the urgent need for the vamphlets "ar" 
and "Questions ef the Day” — particularly the one on War, Many opportunities over 
the last year or so had been lost for lack of this pamphlet, The Bramh felt that 
money should be set aside for this purpose, Another delegate thought it was bad 
Dlicy to kesv Party monsy locked away for a specific purpose, Pamphlets were mt 
ee to be held up for lack of money, When a pamphlet is ready for production 
ould say to the Party -— we need X pounds to cover the cost: a specific 
like this is an excellent stimulous for getting the money, But it not 
u hat propaganda activities etc, could perhaps be restricted because money was 
onn-untied for a pamphiet, 


Amendment Iost 17-19 
Resolution Carried 28 - 9 


A question was raised regarding the lack of a report from the Central Litera— 
ire Sales Committee - Conference would have appreciated a report showing the 
successes we have had with our sales of literature, Comrade Garnham, for the 
committee, mid that it was very 4ifficlt to get members to serve on this Cites. 
hich was consequently very short-hamied, They had, however, had a very success— 
ful year in 1968, 
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Lewisham: "Ihe inevitability of Socialism", 


G6am-ade Zucconi opened up by saying that a menber had joined S.W.London Branch 
am wichin a short space of time had resi gned apparently on the grounds that . 
socialism was not inevitable and he wanted to join a more progressive movement, 

His Form F, was sent to the E.C, vho had sent it back to the Bramh on the grounis ) 
that socialism was not inevitable, There appeared to be some confusion here, | 
S,”.London Branch onajider that socialism is inevitable —- that is the Party's | 
case, If you look at Party literature you find it assimes that capitalism will 
continue, Society is not static: it is moving all the time and peoplé are con— 
timing to try to change it, Workers will eventually be forced to look to 

socialism tc solve the problems of war, poverty and exploitation, Was capitaliem 
itself inevitable? If you take the development of capitalism you find it was 

because feudal society could not contain the developing productive forces am the 
feudal relations had to be burst asumer, This is the position we are in today, 

We do not say that socialism will come aout without workers reacting to their 

material conditions ani our contention is that the working class will inevitably 
want socialism and will be driven to institute it. 

The General Secretary read a letter from the E,C, to S,"/,London Branch regarding 
the member who had joined S.W.London Branch ami very shortly resigned, Fart of 
this tomrade's letter was that he could not accept the Party's view of the 7 
inevitability ef socialism, ‘The Form F, was returned to the Brarch by the EB 
who asked why the Brarmh had not made a more positive effort te dear up the s- ; 
understanding %n the quostion of the inevitability of socialism written by this — 
member in his lotter of resignation, 

It was said on behalf of the E,C, that some E.C, members had in fact stated — 
that if the working dass did not become consei ous of the muse of their pro! a 
the expamiing Forces of destruction could possibly destroy us, but that r 
lees their view wes that the working class will sooner or later cane to gri t) 
the real nature of their problems and tackle them, There is nothing mechanistic 
about this, Some discussion fallowed but the general views expressed wer to a 
effect that not only past history, but the present political climate is in our 
favour, thet man makes his own history am this is determined by material a 
romdit Lon Ssclalian will not come through the back docr - it dopenis on tho 
activities of men, and the material comitions unfier whic they Live will ~—_ 
men to try to change them, ll 
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10, ‘ f. 
PUBLICITY 2 
Comrade Ambridge, Swansea, wished to draw attention to two asyects of publicity: 


one was a complaint regarding the French leaflet in connection with which he put 
forward a resolution from the floor: 


"That this Conference deprecates the action of the E,C, in issuing leaflets fo 


distrivution in Frame without first makim sure of the meam for distributing 
same", (Ambridge & Toll), 


He said that we had learned from the Press in 1968 that there was eonaiderable 
unrest in France ~ a number of workers had gone on strike etc, ami that the B,C, 
had considered the situation was worth the issw of 10,000 leaflets in French to 
be distributed in Frame, His Brarch had been very concerned as to how these 
leaflets were going to be distributed satisfactorily am as to what would be the 
cost = which turned out to be £75, When the £E.C, were asked for rames am 
addresses they were tcld they had been sent to youth hostels in am aroum Frams, 
Luxemburg, Beljium, Switzerland, Italy and Spain, Also to garages am routier 
cafes, He pointed out that guests at French hostels have to be non-political, 
garage proprietors are only concerned to sell petrol and that sane of these 
countries did not even speak French, The E,C's reply had been that the French 
leaflet was a propagania verture the results of which were difficult te forecast, 
Tre E,C, are further of the view that the Publicity Committee made every effort to 
effectively circulate the leaflet, Cde, Ambridge did not wish to east any slur 
on the Publicity Committee who had done the best they could in the circumstances, 
He blamed the E,C, for allowing them to attempt something which vas almost 
impossible, He thought Bramhes generally should have been more on their toes in 
this matter, 

Comrade Mclaughlin, Publicity Cttee, said that they had been extremely busy with 
various aspects of their work which had prevented them from giving the E.C, more 
information regarding the distribution of these leaflets, A somiderable nmmber 
had been sent to Universities when they opened up in October, ami that althougi 
routier cafes are supposed to be non-political there is nevertheless political 
discussion there, particularly vhen there is political unrest, Transport drivers 
carry then on to other places, Altogether 7,000 leaflets were ser to France, 
3,000 being rotained here, Mcst of the Lattin have been used, some ai styibetad to 
French students in this country and to the French language School in Kensington, 
The Brighton Group have had some which will be handed out to French begin when 
they come to this country, Comrade Sawyer, for the Committee, pn it tall 
certain situation had arisen in Frame am the Committee wished ¢ : 
of it - new ideas have to be tried and the Cormittee consid Pm 
had been worth while, It had beena useful ae pm. a bi > 
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ITEM FOR DISCUSSION — 


a) 
. 
Publicity Swansea; “Organisation and purpose of F Pu 


Comrade Sawyer said that two points should be 
Publicity Committee is doing in relation to publicity, | 
judge their work in a rather superficial way, The prime 
to publicise the Party - to get the Party known, ami the - 
judged merely by the mmber of replies vhich were receive: 
placed carefully ami they have mit down their expenditure 
advertisements in the "Guardian", "Tribume", “New Stateams 
from these which are dealt with as follows; = a 
appropriate literature is sent, A circular is also & 
the contact to apply either to join the Party, to take 
"S,S" or to ask for further information, There is no @ 
just being sent literature and then staying on files, 
Southern Groups Organisers any replies which are in tt = 
for follew up, ‘The Publicity Cttee's advertisemen "2 
subscribers to the "S,S" am about 1D subseribers + 
year 82 members joined the Party and the Publicity C o€ 
them joined through advertisements, The comrade who 4 
cf the "S,S" joined through an advert, in the “Guam 
from a plamed programme, placing adverts. on Net reget 


ta% 


li. 


mtb) o there were 283 replies to advertisements and S3 general enquiries @hich 
bt b> vy er rey ret have been die to adverts.) -« 336, Our main pmblem is there are 
mbers doing this work ani we need other help, This is the reason why 


cannot always finkt time to get out full reports to the 2,0, 


Le 
“~~. 


i, Meredith, for Brighton Group, confirmed that they receiv from the 
’ Cttee, lists of contacts in thar area, They are written to ami invited 
ir meetings for discussion, am a Party menber is always willing to call on 
they wish, Birmingham Bramh also wnfinmed thelr close contact with the 


rade Ambridge, Swarsea, considered that publicity Pr the Party ean best be 

ebta hy increasing the sales cf the "6,S", We have spent £422 on publicity 
t told how many new subscribers to the "S,5" have been received, 

te. ‘ontent ourselves with small advertisements which are not justified by 
r | He drew attention to the recent full-page advert, in the "New Statesman” 
hich resulted in approx, 700 replies, He recommended delegates to consider the 
a of spending approx, £500 a year on one or two large aiverts, even if they 
lire a fereval whip up to find the money, But whatever form of advert, we 
nall replies to @mquiries should contain a subscription form to the "S,5"% 


Lie FOR_DISCUSSI aN 
Vestminster: "Assessment of the value of costly indoor meetings at the presat 
time ami the possibility of utilising moneys so spent in other 


ways ™, 
The value of the ever-increasing eost of large indoor meetings was qiestioned by 


several delegates who thought that these meetings should be limited to one or two 
a year am then well advertised, A member of the Propaganda Committee asked 
islegates to urge their Brarmhes to send in Forms E, so that the Committes has a 
learer idea ef what propaganda activity is being carried on, 

Oomre is May, vestminster, said that money, as always, was one problem and the 
ther is, of course, to speak to as many people as possible, He instanced a 
meeting at H,O, on "In Place of Strife" on which the Party spent £20, We had 
approx, 30 people, 20 of them being members, se that we spent £20 te speak to 10 
people, At the "Three Horseshoes", Hampstead, we rana series of meetings which 
ost about £33, We spoke to 20 to 2 non-members and received £10 in eollections, 
je had a public meeting at Frienis House, Huston Road, on Biucation, which could 
There were about 100 people there of whom 60 were nor 


c?> § 


be called a success, 
members, ani the total cost of aivertising, hall hire etc, was about £40, What 
is the answer ? On average, the cost of speaking to a non-member is sometimes 
20/-, He thought that both H,O, am Branches should be more selective in the 
titles of meetings they put forward am careful as to the mimber of meetings we 
ran, In past years we have had ten a year, We have had two successful large 


meetings this year anil there is no harm, therefore, in resting on our laurels for 
awhile, Consider the 15/- to 30/— we sometimes spend to speak to a non-member - 
with this money we could send out 30 copies of the "S.S" by post, He thought it 
mich better to send, if possible, the appropriate "S,.5" containing the arswer to 
the points people raise than to spend about 20/= to speak to one member, He 
suggested that the Party should break new ground by writing to people who write to 
newspapers, He thought the Party should seriously consider whether we are getting 
value for money with most of the indoor meetings we have been running recently, 

Various points arose in discussion — the clash of Brarch and Public meetings 
which coincided with B rarch meetings, thus limiting the support of Party members, 
Birmingham Brarrh have found that indoor meetings have met with no response and 
they consider that printed publicity is better, More members should make a point 
cf attending other people s meetings, which meant no cost to the Party, Mamhester 
Branch make a public meeting of their Brarch night, each mamber of the Brarh 
having an individual copy cf the Mmtes so that the minimm of time is spent on 
rvutine matters, A plea was made for more indoor meetings at Branmhes, 

(ne member said he thought too mech stress was laid om the fact that we spent a 
lot of money to talk to too few people - but what about the cost of the *S,5" on 
which we nake a considerable loss every year, but we go on publishing it, although 
Forms A, did not roll in, If money is to be the eriterion you can arsail all 
aspects of the Party's work, You are faced with the unknown factor but you do not 
curtail all activity because it is uncertain, 
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Printing Investigation Cormittoo. Two reports from ard eee a before & 4 
the Conference, one of 30th September and one of 27th March, giving 


Committee's views as to the possibilities in this direction and the probable ‘a 
to the Party of organising our own printing at H,0, There was little discussion, 
however, in view of the fact that the report of 27th Merch had not yet been 
discussed by the B,C, and because, in any case, delegates felt that more infor- 
mation was still needed before the matter could be properly coisidered, The 
gemral feeling seemed to be that we should not rush this matter, 


RESOLUTION 


Marchester; "This Conference recognises that the ruling dass in State Capitalist 
Russia stards in the same rolationship to the means of production 
as does the ruling class in any other capitalist country (viz, it 
has a monopcly of those mearms of production and extracts surplus 
value from the working class) and is therefore a capitalist class", 


Commade Crump, Manchester, said the issue here was not whether or not sia 
was State Capitalisk’ - all members were agreed on that - but is the class 


in Russia a Capitalist class, His Brarmh felt that the way the Party temed to 
speak about the Russian ruling class reflected a weakness in our theory of 

"State Capitalism” and "Social Class"; it seemed that we were not prepared to 
face up to ealling the ruling class in Russia, capitalist, Those who were 
against this had argued that “Capitalist” has come to have a more or less 
definite meaning in socialist dscussion over the years - those who were direct 
employers or investors in shares or Government Bonis, But this was not necessar— 
ily so, The Capitalist Class were those who monupolised the means of production 
ani accummlated capital, It was irrelevant that the Russian rulers may have led 
wpartun lives, They were a mpitalist class, even though they were mt direct 
employers, because they monopolised the mears of production ami accumulated 
capital, 


Comrade Herdy urged the Conference to go slow on the Manchester resalution that 
seamed to say that in Russia the top political and mamgerial people were the 
Capitalist Class because they were the mlers, Marx held that a capitalist was a 
person who owned enough money and commodities to have a business employing hired 
lasour, There were various types of capitalist - the small working capitalist, 
the Larger one carrying out purely capitalist functions, shamwholders in joint 
stock companies, State bondholders, directors, All these made up the Capitalist 
Class, 

Marche ster's view was at variance with that put forward by Engels in 'Socialism 
Utopian ani Scientific” on the evolution of State Capitalism, Engels held that 
when the State took over industry tho capitalists would be forced out of co: rol 
in favour of salarie? employees, He took this to be the end of ie 54 valic but 
he was wrong on this, a poe 

Private enterprise and investment in Russia were not unimportant an 
faccory managere were themselves involved init, Millar est mat 
abcut a Quarter of all industrial (i,e, non-agricultural) investm 
wemt through private or nomofficial chamels, Marwhester Bra: 
that boniholding in Russi wae disappearing, It was tris that © 
ioans had gone but they ced been repla ei by savings box Se 
ment had been very succescful in building up private savings 
3% tax free, . a 

Engels had argued that the capitalists being thrown out o: 
campanies ami State enterprises in fevour of salaried ex 
beginning of the emi of (xpitalism, Put in fact in Brita 
were emtirely replaced and have cone beck in increasing m 
this has been the effect of inflation of workers’ incomes, 
this they have enrolled some as directors for the big sal 
golden hanishakes etc, and other perks, It was not true 
typical director was a salaried employee; he was a wealtl 
the ambition of salaried people in Britain and Ru eist 
capitaliste in their own right, They hed not only the em 
opportunities, This applied to politicians anf even Tre 
It is certain that in Russia, in addition to the ne qua 
maragers and Party officials were using the oe 4 © ma 


oc 


Russia was going through great changes, The 
would suggest tentatively towamis the mixed 
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ee Comrade Zucconi said that as Djilas had pointed out in his “The New Class”, the 
% Rissian ruling class hada different backgroum to that in America or Britain, 
. In 1917 most of the eapitalists left Russia so that the Bolsheviks had to 


levelop State Capitalism, raising some of the capital through State bonis, I+ 
was not correct to say that only those who owned imustry or employed labour 
vere capitalists, The bureaucrats in Russia were privileged in that they could 
use their control of capital to chanmel surplus value in their own interests, 

In this there was no difference between them and Paul Cretty, In Russia there 
was @ class enjoying the fruits ef the labour of the Russian workers, A 
capitalist was a capitalist whether he gt his surplus value from direct owner- 
ehip or political control. 

Comrade Knight said the top salaried managerial strata were a significant part of 
the Capitalist Class in Russia, They had a vested interest in exploiting the 
workers and accumulating capital, not for themselves but also for the State. 
Gomrade DtArc said the resulution was premature, The Party had always avoided 
saying there was a capitalist class in Russia, We asked not who got the surplus 
value but where did it come from, It was confusing to say that the bureaueracy 
were the ruliug class because of their nepotism amd money-making sidelines, 

They may be becoming eapitalists, but it was wrong to speak as if this had 
already happened, In Russia the monopoly of the social capital was exercised not 
by private imividuals but by the State, Private enterprise was still illegal 

in Rissia and so could not be oarried on properly, The Capitalist Class had not 
yet emerged, All we could speak of was an embryonic capitalist class which at 
some later stage would plunder the State industries, Bureaucracy would break 
down into private wealthy individuals, 

Comrade Baldwin, Engels had pointed out in his "Origin of the Family” that the 
State was not only an instrument of class oppression but also that with the 

dev elo~pment of industry it tended to become the ideal personification of ths 
Capitalist Class, In Russia in the absence of private eapitalists the State had 
taken over their function, This was why we spoke of State Capitalism there, 
Gomrade Buick said there were private capitalists in Russia but were they the 
ruling class? They were not am we might need a new nane to describe those whs 
in Russia exploited the workers through political control, The Party had already 
accepted that a class could own collectively and a chapter in our pamphlet “Russia 
1917-67" explains how this was so in Russia, In Russia the imividuals who made 
up this class got an income not as direct employers or as bondholders but frem 
the bloated salaries, perks, bomses etc, that went with their jobs, 

Comrade Cook This was the cld argument of where you draw the line between 
“ownership™ am control, The bureaucrats were using their control to became 
ewners, Whencontrol was -Legatised it then became ownership. The question was 
would what was now illegal in Russia become legalised so that the bureaucrats 
turned their wntrol into ownership, The situation was fluid, 

Comrade Young quoted from Tony Cliff about Trotsky'ts mistake in equating State 
ownership with socialism which prevented him realising the State Capitalist nature 
of Russia, The “<fficial persons" in Russia were a Capitalist Class cating up 
surplus value, 

Comrade Lawrence said it was not a question of the size of a person's income or 
of whether capital was in private or State form, We should look at the historical 
background of the Capitalist Class in Russia. Clearly those who monopolised the 
meens of production and accumulated capital were the Russian Capitalist Class, 

It had been argued that development in Russia would make capitalism there more 
like that in Britain, But there was no reason why it should, Capitalism in 
Russia had a different historical background, The State had always dominated and 
control had always been centralised there, Whereas in Britain the rising 
bourgcisie hadi broken the power of the autocratic State, This had never happened 
in Russia, Thus we would exect the State to play a dominant role in the develop- 


ment ef Capitaliom there, p BO-3,'1S Atentenna 


The E,C, Report to Conference was adopted on the motien of 
Comrades Rose and Docherty. 


